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(Si) Radiation mapping system. 



(57) A high-energy radiation survey system cap- 
able of imaging and determining the distances 
of, sources of incident radiation and of deter- 
mining the energy of such radiation, incorporat- 
ing a shaped radiation detector shield and 
detector configured therein for low-noise colli- 
mation of the radiation for directional mapping. 
The system is capable of being mounted on a 
remotely controllable vehicle and of being oper- 
ated from an operator's station remote from 
radiation hazards. The system can be used to 
generate high resolution radiation dose maps 
superimposed on a real-time video image of a 
room or other areas in nuclear power plants and 
other facilities using radioactive material. 
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1 EPO 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention . 

The present invention relates generally to high- 
energy radiation survey equipment. 

2. Description of the Prior Art and Related 
Information . 

Extensive radiation surveys for operational or 
maintenance purposes are frequently required in the 
nuclear industry and other industries using radioac- 
tive materials. Typically, these surveys are conduct- 
ed by health physics personnel who place hand-held 
radiation detectors next to suspected radiation sourc- 
es or pre-determined radiation survey points. The re- 
sults of these surveys are then usually manually re- 
corded on printed sketches of the areas surveyed. 

This technique suffers from a number of draw- 
backs. The most significant drawback is the health 
risk created by the occupational radiation exposure 
experienced by survey personnel. Another drawback 
is the variable quality of surveys taken by this tech- 
nique, which depends on such factors as the place- 
ment and orientation of the hand-held detector, the 
experience and attentiveness of the technician, the 
quality of the sketch used to document the survey, 
and the interpretation by the person reviewing the 
survey data. If the survey or its interpretation do not 
lead to an accurate understanding of the radiation 
hazards in the surveyed area, other workers may be 
exposed to unnecessarily high radiation doses in the 
future. Other work inefficiencies, leading to in- 
creased costs, can also result. 

Mechanizing the radiation survey process would 
reduce the health risk to human workers. To also in- 
crease dependability, however, the mechanized sur- 
vey system must be able to make accurate measure- 
ments of relevant variables and provide enough addi- 
tional information about the surveyed area to facili- 
tate an objective Interpretation of survey data. Since 
efficiency is also a concern, the system should be 
easily transportable and should be able to adapt to 
different circumstances in anyone location. 

The problems to be overcome in meeting these 
goals can be subtle. For example, the contents of a 
room to be surveyed may change from day to day. 
Consequently, the system should not rely on pre-de- 
termined knowledge of the room's geometry or con- 
tents. In addition, an intervening object may prevent 
a radiation source from being visible from all points of 
view in a room. Consequently, a system that takes 
measurements from pre-determined points in a room, 
or that may be affected in an unknown way by a radi- 
ation source outside the system's field of view, may 
lack the necessary accuracy and dependability. 

Since the purpose of surveys often is identif ica- 
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tron of radiation health hazards, the system should be 
able to provide certain types of information that per- 
mit the calculation of radiation dose equivalents, 
which relate to the health effects of radiation. To allow 

5 this, the system must be able to measure the energy 
of the incoming radiation. Additionally, the system 
should be able to resolve individual sources of radia- 
tion and measure the distances from such sources to 
the detector. To make these measurements more 

io meaningful, the system should provide the human op- 
erator with a quick way to identify these sources. 

Another problem to be overcome arises from the 
ability of certain types of high-energy radiation to pen- 
etrate, to a greater or lesser degree, the material sur- 

15 rounding a detector. In order to .pinpoint a radiation 
source, the system should be able to detect the radi- 
ation coming in from a well-defined direction, while 
shielding the detector from radiation coming in from 
all other directions. In the case of gamma radiation, 

20 as well as other types of radiation that may be of in- 
terest, significant variations in the thickness of the 
shield will lead to significant variations in the attenu- 
ation of the radiation. Such variable attenuation cre- 
ates difficulties in distinguishing the desired signal 

25 (namely, radiation measured along the desired direc- 
tion) from background noise. Consequently, it is im- 
portant to achiene substantially uniform attenuation 
of incident radiation in all directions other than the di- 
rection of observation. At the same time, it is neces- 

30 sary to prevent the shielding material from making the 
device so heavy or bulky that it is no longer easily mo- 
bile. 

In light of the foregoing, there is a present need 
for a dependable and accurate radiation survey sys- 
35 tern. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a lightweight, 

40 compact system for high-resolution mapping of high- 
energy radiation sources, together with means for 
measuring the energy of incident radiation and for im- 
aging and measuring the distance of radiation sourc- 
es. Additionally, the present invention is adapted to 

45 the capability of being moved through remote areas 
containing radiation and transmitting video images 
with superimposed radiation maps to an operator who 
remains a safe distance away. 

The radiation mapping system of the present in- 

50 vention includes a primary radiation detector that is 
directionally sensitive. The primary detector, together 
with its surrounding shield, is mounted within a rec- 
tangular housing. In a preferred embodiment, the de- 
tector is an inorganic scintillator material. The scintil- 

55 lator is optically bonded to a photomultiplier, which 
lies along the path of incident radiation and which at- 
tenuates such radiation only negligibly. This configur- 
ation reduces the volume of material necessary to 
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shield the detector, by permitting the detector to be 
more centrally located within the shield. Substantially 
even attenuation of background radiation away from 
the direction of interest is achieved in the present in- 
vention by shaping the shield to be of substantially 5 
uniform thickness when measured from points along 
the central axis of symmetry of the scintillator. In a 
preferred embodiment, the shield is made from a 
machinable tungsten alloy weighing approximately 
half as much as the quantity of lead necessary to yield 10 
comparable gamma ray attenuation. 

The primary detector is capable of operating in 
both narrow field and wide field collimation modes. 
Collimation is achieved by incorporating a cylindrical 
bore in an extension of the detector shield along the is 
direction of observation. In the narrow field mode, a 
cylindrical metal snout with a hollow bore and made- 
of shielding material is positioned overthe front of the 
detector housing. To achieve the wide field collima- 
tion mode, the snout is rotated away by means of a 20 
motor in the detector housing so that it lies parallel 
with the long dimension of that housing. In the pres- 
ent embodiment, the solid angle fields of view in the 
wide field and narrow field are 8° and 4*, respectively. 

A second radiation detector is mounted outside 25 
the housing of the primary detector, in order to obtain 
a substantially omnidirectional radiation reading. In 
the preferred embodiment of the invention, this sec- 
ondary detector is an organic scintillator detector opt- 
ically bonded to a photomultiplier, since the organic 30 
material has a composition and density very similar to 
human tissue. The output from this secondary detec- 
tor is capable of corroborating measurements made 
by the primary detector, as well as alerting the oper- 
ator to radiation sources outside the field of view of 35 
the primary detector. 

The primary and secondary detector systems are 
mounted on the same movable platform. The plat- 
form is equipped with motors and a drive mechanism 
to provide accurate panning and tilting movements 40 
over a wide range of azimuths and elevations, permit- 
ting an entire room to be scanned except for a small 
area of floor under the platform and vehicle. Also 
mounted on the platform is a sensor control and com- 
munications interface. This contains control electron- 45 
ics for both counting the number of incident radiation 
pulses above a threshold energy and for converting 
detected pulses into digital signals containing infor- 
mation about the energy of such radiation. This dual 
system of pulse evaluation both reduces the problem so 
of pulse pile-up in the event of high count rates, and 
provides greater accuracy by means of two sets of 
mutually corroborating measurements. 

Arangef inder, video camera and laser pointer are 
mounted on the same platform as the systems de- 55 
scribed above, and are aligned to point in substantial- 
ly the same direction as the primary detector. The 
rangef inder permits the accurate determination of 



561 A1 

the distance of radiation sources, thereby providing 
information necessary in calculating dose equiva- 
lents. The video camera gives the operator of the sys- 
tem a real-time video image of the area being sur- 
veyed. The laser pointer creates a bright spot on the 
video image to indicate the approximate center of the 
field of view of the primary detector. 

The present invention is adapted to be mounted 
on a remote\y operable vehicle. In the preferred em- 
bodiment, the vehicle and sensor platform will be less 
t han 45 cm wide, so that the mobile system will be ca- 
pable of negotiating typical facility geometries includ- 
ing labyrinths, berms and narrow passageways. In 
order to survey areas that are inaccessible by the ro- 
botic vehicle, the sensor platform can be detached 
from the vehicle as an integral unit and placed in such 
area. 

Accordingly, it will be appreciated that the pres- 
ent invention provides a radiation mapping system 
that is compact, accurate and adaptable to a variety 
of radiation survey environments. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be described in reference to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is perspective view of a robotic vehicle on 
which a the present invention has been mounted; 
FIG. 2 is a top plan diagrammatic view of the pri- 
mary and secondary detector systems of the 
present inventions; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view along lines 3-3 of FIG. 
2 showing the detector systems of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the primary de- 
tector shield of the present invention; 
FIG. 5 is a rear elevation view of the primary de- 
tector shield of the present invention; 
FIG. 6 shows a sectional view of the primary de- 
tector and shield of the present tnvention taken 
along lines 6-6 of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the sensor control 
and communications interface of the present in- 
vention; and 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of the functions of user 
station software in the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the 
radiation mapping system 1 0 of the present invention 
mounted on a remotely controllable mobile robot ve- 
hicle 32. The radiation mapping system 10 employs 
primary radiation detector system 11, which is shown 
in FIG. 1 with the narrow-field collimator snout 12 ro- 
tated into place, together with the secondary detector 
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14, range finder 1 6, laser pointer 18, video camera 20, 
and sensor control and communications interface 22, 
all of which are mounted on a pan and tilt platform 24. 
The pan and tilt platform 24 is attached to an "L" shap- 
ed structure 26, designed for light weight and high 
strength. In the preferred embodiment, the tt L" shap- 
ed structure 26 uses honeycomb aluminum encased 
in a thin stainless steel skin. The panning motor and 
drive mechanism 28 and tilting motor and drive mech- 
anism 30 are also enclosed in the "L" shaped struc- 
ture 26. In the present embodiment, the mechanisms 
28 and 30 provide a movement of -60° to +90° in ele- 
vation and ±180° in azimuth with better than 0.5° ac- 
curacy. This wide range of movement permits an en- 
tire room to be scanned except for a small area of the 
floor under the sensor platform and the vehicle 32 on 
which the present invention may be mounted. The 
mechanisms 28 and 30 may be adapted to provide a 
number of different scannint protocols for use in con- 
ducting radiation surveys by means of the primary 
detector system 11 . In a preferred embodiment, such 
protocol will consist of a raster scan of incremental 
changes in azimuth at constant altitude, followed by 
an incremental change in altitute and a return scan of 
incremental changes in azimuth, followed by another 
incremental change in altitude the same direction as 
the previous one, and repetitions of the previous 
steps. 

In the preferred embodiment, the vehicle 32 and 
the radiation mapping system 10 will be less than a 
total of 45 cm wide, so that the system will be capable 
of negotiating typical facility geometries. However, in 
order to survey areas that are inaccessible by such a 
vehicle, it may be preferable to detach the radiation 
mapping system 10 from the vehicle 32 and to place 
it in the room to be surveyed. Vehicle 32 may prefer- 
ably be a battery powered robotic vehicle that can be 
remotely operated into the area to be surveyed. 

Each of the instruments mounted on pan and tilt 
platform 24, together with controls for the motors and 
drive mechanisms 28 and 30 and the vehicle 32, are 
electronically connected to the sensor control and 
communications interface 22. The sensor control and 
communications interface 22 is connected to the re- 
mote operator station by means of a cable 34. Cable 
34 may be a fiber optic cable, and of a sufficient 
length to permit remote operation of the radiation 
mapping system 10 and the vehicle 32. 

The rangefinder 16 and the video camera 20 
should be aligned so that the centers of their respec- 
tive fields of view substantially coincide with that of 
the primary radiation detector 11. In the preferred 
embodiment, the range finder 16 uses an eye-safe 
laser to provide resolution of better than 1 cm over a 
distance of 0.2 m to greater than 100 m. The video 
camera 20 in the preferred embodiment will employ 
a charge-coupled device, will permit color video pho- 
tography, and will have a motorized zoom and focus 



lens 36, permitting the operator to closely examine 
objects in the room. 

The laser pointer 18 should employ a visible light 
laser and be aligned so that the laser spot will coin- 

5 cidewith the center of the field of view of the primary 
radiation detector 11 and will be visible in the field of 
view of the video camera 20. In this way, the pointer 
will help the operator precisely locate where the pri- 
mary radiation detector 11 is pointing. Commercially 

10 available components may be used for the video cam- 
era 20 and laser pointer 18. 

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the narrow field col- 
limator snout 12 is connected to bracket arm and yoke 
assembly 39. The bracket arm assembly 39 may ro- 

15 tate around axis 38, powered by a motor 40 within the 
primary detector system housing 13, permitting the 
snout 12 to be moved into or out of alignment with the 
primary detector system 11. FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate 
the position of the snout 12 when the primary detec- 

20 tor system 11 is operating in the narrow-field collima- 
tion mode. The primary detector system 11 can also 
operate in a wide-field mode, which is accomplished 
by rotating the snout 12 clockwise In the view shown 
in FIG. 2 so that the long axis of the snout 12 is par- 

25 allel to and beside the longer side of the primary de- 
tector housing 13. In the present embodiment, the pri- 
mary detector system 11 has a 4° solid angle field of 
view when the snout 12 is in the position shown in 
FIG. 2, and an 8° solid angle field of view when the 

30 snout 12 has been rotated away. 

In the present embodiment, the primary detector 
system housing 13 is made of stainless steel. 

The secondary detector system 14 is mounted to 
the housing 13 of the primary detector system 11 by 

35 means of bracket arm 42. Since it is desirable for the 
secondary detector system 14 to obtain a substantial- 
ly omnidirectional radiation reading, the bracket arm 
42 is angled in such a way as to hold the secondary 
detector system 14 away from primary detector sys- 

40 tern 11 and snout 12, in order to reduce the radiation 
shielding effect that might be produced by shielding 
material. 

In the preferred embodiment, the secondary ra- 
diation detector system 14 consists of a commercially 

45 available plastic scintillator 44 that is optically bonded 
to a commercially available photomultiplier tube 46. 
The system 14 is enclosed in a cylindrical metal hous- 
ing 15. To further reduce the shielding effects of the 
collimator snout 12, the scintillator 44 should not be 

so located directly above the snout 12 when the snout 
12 is rotated back for the wide field collimation oper- 
ation of the primary detector 11. 

FIG. 3 shows a sectional view of the primary de- 
tector system 11, collimator snout 12 and sensor con- 

55 trol and communications unit interface 22. The main 
features of the primary detector system 11 are the ra- 
diation shield 48, the radiation detector 50, and the 
cylindrical collimation bore 52. The aperture created 



4 



7 



EP 0 542 561 A1 



by the bore 52 at the front end of the primary detector 
system 11 is covered by metal foil that does not shield 
detector 50 from radiation of interest. The collimation 
bore 54 in the collimation snout 12 is of the same di- 
ameter and lies along the same axis as the bore 52. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
primary detector 50 is a cylindrical bismuth german- 
ate crystal coupled to a commercially available pho- 
tomultiplier tube 56, such as Hammatsu tube type 
647-04, pre-coated with a magnetic shield and select- 
ed for low noise. The photomultiplier tube 56 lies with- 
in the collimation bore 52 along the path of incident 
radiation. The scintillator crystal 50 is surrounded by 
reflectors, to increase the signal transmitted to the 
photomultiplier tube 56. In the present embodiment, 
the output wires of the photomultiplier tube 56 exit 
through eight small holes located near the front of the 
shield, and are drawn back within the primary detec- 
tor system housing 13 to exit through holes at the 
back of the housing 13 into the sensor control and 
communications interface housing 23. 

The shield 48 is held in place in the primary de- 
tector housing 13 by means of four rods, of which two, 
58a and 58b, are shown in FIG. 3. In addition, the 
shield 48 is fixed to the front of the primary detector 
housing 13 by means of a threaded ring 60. 

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the positioning of three of 
the four tap holes 62a through 62c for the shield pos- 
itioning rods. The fourth tap hole lies opposite tap 
hole 62b on the same side of the collimator bore 52 
as tap hole 62c. 

FIG. 6 illustrates certain principles in the design 
of shield 48 in an embodiment adapted for shielding 
of gamma radiation. The cross-sectional shape of the 
shield 48 is determined in such a way that the portion 
T that intersects the shielding material of vector OP 
extending from the center O of the front face of the 
detector 50 to a point P on the surface of the shield 
48 remains substantially constant for all values of the 
angle A. In the present embodiment, the invention in- 
corporates certain slight departures from a constant 
value of T. For example, the surface of the shield 48 
is parallel to the surface of the cylindrically-shaped 
detector 50 in the region marked by L. The area to the 
left of the detector in FIG. 6 is approximately hemi- 
spherical, centered on the center point Q of the rear 
face of the detector 50. In addition, to improve the 
gravitational stability of the primary detector system 
11, the bottom of the shield 48 has been flattened 
slightly so that it rests more evenly on the floor of the 
primary detector housing 13. Apart from these varia- 
tions and the positioning of the tap holes 62, the 
shield 48 is substantially cylindrically symmetrical 
around the axis of the bore 52. In the preferred em- 
bodiment, the shield 48 is made from a machinable 
tungsten alloy type HD-17. The external collimation 
snout 12 is made of the same material. 

FIG. 7 is a functional block diagram of the sensor 



control and communications interface 22. The inter- 
face 22 is connected to the two degree of freedom (2- 
DOF) pan and tilt platform 24 and related motor and 
drive systems 28 and 30, secondary detector 14, 

s range finder 16, laser pointer 18, video camera 20 and 
vehicle 32 through the connector assembly 64 shown 
in FIGS. 2 and 3. Electronics within the sensor control 
and communications interface 22 convert detected 
pulses from each of the photomultipliers 46 and 56 

10 into two digital signals. One signal is a transistor-tran- 
sistor logic (TTL) level pulse train comprised of pulses 
one microsecond wide. Each pulse corresponds to a 
detected pulse of incident radiation above a preset 
energy threshold. The other signal is a TTL-level sig- 

15 nal whose frequency is proportional to the energy de- 
posited in the respective scintillator 44 or 50. 

The sensor control and communications inter- 
face 22 communicates with the remote operator 
workstation by means of a cable 34 that also is con- 

20 nected to the connector system 64. In the preferred 
embodiment, the cable 34 is a fiber optic cable of a 
suitable length, e.g. not less than 60m in length. In 
the preferred embodiment, the sensor control and 
communications interface 22 is also connected to ul- 

25 trasonic sensors 66 which measure the distance of 
vehicle 32 from nearby obstacles. 

The sensor control and communications inter- 
face 22 may also be adapted so that any or all of its 
functions relating to the primary radiation detector 

30 system 11 are performed by a separate control and 
communications unit, or so that any or all of the func- 
tions of said sensor control and communications in- 
terface 22 are performed at the operator workstation. 
FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating basic func- 

35 tions of the operator workstation in the preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention, including control functions 
68, computing functions 70, display functions 72, 
storage and retrieval functions 74 and command and 
executive functions 76. Such functions may be imple- 

40 mented in software, firmware or hardware. In the pre- 
ferred embodiment, the operator workstation con- 
sists of an industrial personal computer adapted for 
communicating with the sensor control and commu- 
nications unit 22. In such preferred embodiment, the 

45 workstation will display live video from the video cam- 
era 20 on a workstation video monitor, and will inte- 
grate data from the radiation detector systems 11 and 
14, range finder 16 and camera 20 to provide the op- 
erator with a dear visual representation of the radia- 

50 tion environment in the surveyed area. In a preferred 
embodiment the operator station software will be 
based on Microsoft Windows 3.0, and will contain, 
among other things, a means of coding radiation in- 
tensities as colors, overlaying the source intensity im- 

55 age mapped by the detector system 10 overthe video 
image provided by camera 20, and dose map compu- 
tation algorithms incorporating corrections for room 
return, scattering off objects, and source geometry. In 
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the preferred embodiment the workstation system 
will also have the capability of capturing video images 
on disk so that they may be archived. 

The foregoing description is of the best currently 
contemplated mode of carrying out the invention. 
This description is made for the purpose of illustrating 
the general principles of the invention, and is not to 
be taken in a limiting sense. In particular, although 
the invention is described with reference to the detec- 
tion of gamma radiation and the imaging of radiation 
sources in the context of a facility in which radioactive 
materials are stored or used, the invention may be 
utilized in other applications where high-energy radi- 
ation sources are to be measured and imaged. The 
scope of the invention is best determined by refer- 
ence to the appended claims. 



7. The system of claim 6, wherein the detecting 
means comprises a scintillator counter and a pho- 
tomultiplier, optically bonded to said scintillator 
counter. 

5 

8. The system of claim 6, wherein the shielding 
means comprises a shielding member shaped so 
as to cause substantially uniform attenuation of 
gamma radiation over all angles other than the 

w restricted solid angle. 

9. The system of claim 6, wherein said means for de- 
tecting radiation includes means for varying the 
size of said restricted solid angle. 

15 



Claims 

20 

1. A radiation detection and mapping system, com- 
prising: 

means for detecting radiation from sourc- 
es of radiation within a restricted solid angle; 

means for determining the distance be- 25 
tween the means for detecting radiation and the 
source of such radiation; 

means for visually imaging the sources of 
such detected radiation and their environment; 
and 30 

means for moving the detection means, 
distance determining means and imaging means 
through a range of altitudinal and azimuthal an- 
gles. 

35 

2. The system of claim 1, further comprising a 
means for remotely moving such system over a 
range of locations. 

3. The system of claim 1, further comprising a 40 
means fordetecting ambient radiation overa sub- 
stantially unrestricted solid angle. 

4. The system of claim 1 , wherein said means for de- 
tecting radiation includes means for varying the 45 
size of said restricted solid angle. 

5. The system of claim 1 , further comprising means 
for visually highlighting the object in the center of 

the field of view of the detection means. so 

6. A radiation detection system comprising: 

means for detecting radiation from a re- 
stricted solid angle; and 

means for shielding said detection means 55 
so that incident radiation is substantially uniform- 
ly attenuated overall directions other than the re- 
stricted solid angle. 
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